
 

Dear Haller School Community, 

 
Wow, the 2017-2018 school year is here and the Haller Staff is excited to see all of your smiling faces.  Not only are there some new 

additions to our staff but some major projects have been in the works all summer.   

We have many new faces at Haller and some familiar faces that have changed positions. 

- Kindergarten—Pattie (Cricket) Hagan and Melissa Novack  - STEM Specialist—Nessa Goldman 

- 1st Grade—Gwendolyn Rudzinski     - Special Education—Cassandra Oberembt and 

- 3rd Grade—Taylor Roberson        Heather Riley 

- 4th Grade—Shannon Prescott     - Custodians—Abraham Hernandez and  

- 5th Grade—Jason Ramos         Warren Bernier 

- Music—Laura Laurentzen     - School Psychologist—Monica Walls 

 

Jennifer Saul – She moves from first grade to our school counselor position.  She is a tremendous asset for our entire Haller 

community as a counselor. 

Sheri Suryan—She moves from 5th grade to lead our Title Math Program. 

I hope you will show our new educators the same Haller hospitality that you show all of our other teachers.  We can’t wait for you 

to see some of the exciting projects that have been completed over the summer.  The maintenance crew remodeled our library so 

that we still have a large library on the south side and a STEM classroom on the north side.  Space is tight at Haller and we are 

making the most of it.  Our crew has been busy painting, cleaning, and freshening up rooms.  Our tech department also added 

Windows 10 to all of our computers in the building as well as readying a computer cart with 30 laptops to be used by the STEM and 

Library Specialists.  If you see any district or Haller technology, custodial or maintenance staff around please thank them for their 

hard work this summer! 

The beginning of the school year is all about starting anew, starting fresh, and creating great new habits and routines.  We will be 

creating a culture of HOPE for all students at Helen Haller and becoming a Kids at Hope School.  We are thrilled to share this with all 

our Haller Families on our Back to School Night. 

 

Below is your Fridge Reminder -  cut it out and post on your fridge 

 

           ----------------------------------------------------------------- ------ --- -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Back to School Night on August 29th from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
This will be a great time for your entire family to meet and greet our staff members. We are excited 

to share Kids at Hope with you! Here is how our new Back to School Night will work: 

1.  Just like always, start Back to School Night in your child’s assigned classroom(s). 

2.  Be prepared to share with the teacher, three talents, skills, or types of knowledge that your child possesses for a 

quick classroom project.  

3. Each child will receive a passport with a map that will lead you to important destinations around campus where you 

will get your passport stamped. Once your passport(s) are complete bring them to the cafeteria for ice cream and 

community building. 
 

We cannot wait to see you! 

Becky Stanton 

Principal Helen Haller Elementary  
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Upcoming Events Calendar 
Helen Haller Elementary  

Phone: 360-582-3200 

Fax: 360-681-8543 

www.sequim.k12.wa.us/haller 

ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?? 
Forms are available in the office. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

 

Monday    9:15 - 2:45 

Tuesday - Friday   8:15 - 2:45  
 

Does your child walk to school?  Do you drive your child to school?   
1. Please review with your child safe walking habits and routes.  
2. Our  parking  lot  is very  congested  just  before  and  after school.  If you drop off or pick up your child, please read the following 

information: 

 Our parking lot is one way; east to west. 

 Enter  the main  parking lot on the  east end  of  the campus.  Exit on  the  west end.  This is also  the exit for the Boys & Girls Club.  
It can and will be congested. 

 Pull ahead as far as  possible along the sidewalk/curb closest to the building and stop only long enough to pick up your child.  
Please  do not pull into the upper parking area and have your child cross in front of other cars.  Children should enter your car 
directly from the sidewalk.  Once your child is safely in the car, pull out into the other lane and proceed out of the parking lot. 

 Or:  park in the parking lot and come to the sidewalk to meet your child.  Children are not allowed to walk through the parking lot 
without an adult. 

 Or:  use the pick up/drop off area on Fir Street.  You can pull in, have your child exit/enter the car onto the sidewalk and pull out.   

 Please park only in designated parking slots. 

 Go slow – be aware – stay safe – buckle up.   

August 26 Back to School Fair @ B&G Club, 10-2 

August 29 Back to School Night, 4-6 

August 30 1st Day of School, grades 1-5 

September 4 NO SCHOOL - Labor Day 

September 5 1st Day of School, Kindergarten 

September 21 School Picture Day 

Be sure your child knows how they are going home.  Send a 

note   or   pink   slip   so  there  is  no  confusion.  Bus   route 

information is available from the bus garage at 582-3274. 

Lunch will be served the first day of school.  If your child was 
on free/reduced lunch last year, they are eligible for free/
reduced  lunch the first month of school.  You  will need  to 
complete a new application online before the end of September. 

Pink Slip Information   

Pink slips are used to notify students, teachers and 

office staff of changes in plans or routine for individual 

students and are used as bus passes. Bus drivers will 

not  let  a child ride any other bus except his own 

without a pink slip.  If a child has a change of plans for 

the day, please complete both sections of the pink slip 

and send it with him/her in the morning.  You need to 

include the child’s 1st and last name, teacher, date, 

name, telephone number and complete address of 

where they are going to (grandma’s house is not 

enough information).  If plans change during the day, 

please contact our office before 2:00 p.m.  

Open House 

Back to School Night 
 

 Tuesday, August 29th, 
between 4:00 and 6:00 
p.m. 

 
 This is the time to 

meet your principal 
and teacher, bring your 
school supplies and say 

hello to friends. 

visit our website at www.sequim.k12.wa.us/haller 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GPE8TljaFHVpEM&tbnid=-xU3jCpQcH-XtM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.sos.wa.gov%2FFromOurCorner%2Findex.php%2F2010%2F09%2Fhavent-registered-to-vote-go-do-it%2F&ei=Pn


 

MANDATORY KINDERGARTEN CONFERENCES 
Full-day  Kindergarten  at  Helen Haller Elementary includes  participation  in  WaKIDS, a process for building partnerships with 
Kindergarteners  and  their families  and  working  together to build upon children's strengths for success in school.  An important 
component  of  WaKIDS  is  the  parent  conference,  with  their  student,  held  within  the  first  three  days of the school year. 
Kindergarten parents are asked to sign up for a conference on August 30th, 31st or September 1st by calling the HHE office at 360-
582-3200, no later than Friday, August 25th. In order to accommodate these conferences, kindergarten will officially start on Tues-
day, September 5th.   

Nondiscrimination statement  
Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, 
gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following 
employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinators, Civil Rights Compliance Coordinators: Randy Hill, 601 N. Sequim Ave., 
Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3609,  rhill@sequim.k12.wa.us or Karen Sande, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3261, ksande@sequim.k12.wa.us and for Section 504/ADA 
Coordinator, Matt Duchow, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3401, mduchow@sequim.k12.wa.us. 

4th Annual BACK TO SCHOOL FAIR 
 

When:  Saturday, August 26, 2017, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Where:  Boys & Girls Club in Sequim (400 W Fir Street) 

Who:  Sequim families with children ages birth to 18 years old 

Why:  To prepare families for the upcoming school year 

This event is free of charge. 

Fun Activities, Information, Free Food, Resources & Services including: 

Back Packs * Haircuts * Books for Kids * School Supplies * Car Seat Checks * Face Painting * School Bus, Fire Truck & Police Car 

Parents can learn more about: 

 Immunizations & Health Care 

 Local Preschools & other Early Learning Programs 

 Riding the School Bus & School Bus Routes 

 Free & Reduced Price Lunch Program 

 Dental Hygiene for Kids 

 Vision Screening 

Student directory information - Must be renewed yearly. 

Certain information is defined by the federal Family Rights and Privacy Act  as “directory information.”  Directory information may 

be released unless the parent signs a form (available in our office or online) indicating they do not want such  information  given  

out.  Directory information can include the following: 

 student name, address & telephone number 

 date and place of birth 

 participation in officially recognized activities and sports 

 photographs or other similar information 

Save the Date:  Public Forum for School Board Candidates 
On Thursday, October 5, 2017, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

At Helen Haller Elementary Gym (childcare, refreshments will be provided) 
Sponsored by Sequim School District and Clallam County League of Women Voters 



PARENT INFORMATION

 Update information – If you have a new address,  email  or  telephone number or need to change your child’s emergency contact 

person, please contact our office or you may login to the Skyward Family Access  portal and make changes to your phone number, 

email, or address.  If you don’t know your Skyward login or password, please come to the office. Please make sure your phone 

number is current and your voicemail is set up so the school can contact you if necessary. 

 Email addresses — We have been sending notices through Family Access and the email system.  If you haven’t been receiving email 

notices from the school, your current email may not be entered correctly in our system.  Contact the office to check.  Also, check your 

junk email — your email settings may have routed them there.  

 Parent/Student Handbooks – Copies will be distributed by the teacher during parent night so they can review them with you and 

answer any questions.  When you get your copy, please read, sign and return the signature page to the teacher. 

 What time does class start – Classrooms are opened by the teacher at 8:05 (9:05 on Mondays).  Students need to be in the classroom 

no later than 8:15 (9:15 on Mondays).  Students eating breakfast should go to the gym.  Other students should go to the playground 

until the bell rings at 8:05 (9:05 on Mondays).  Please  do  not arrive before 7:45 (8:45 on Mondays) — there is no supervision for 

students arriving early. 

 Late start every Monday — classes district wide will start one hour later (9:15) every Monday due to staff development. Buses will 

run one hour later for pick up.  Students are dismissed at the regular time. 

 School supplies – School supply lists were sent home with students at the end of the year.  Copies are available in our office or visit 

our web site at www.sequim.k12.wa.us/haller and click “Supplies” on the “For Parents” tab. 

 Thursday  is  the day we send home flyers, newsletters and other important information.  Please check with your child weekly!  

 School lunch price - The Bank-a-Meal and free/reduced lunch program will continue.  Regular prices are:  Breakfast – $1.50, Lunch - 

$2.50, Milk—$.50.  Menus will go home the first day of school. 

 Free & Reduced lunch – Parents filing for Free and Reduced Meals may  complete the application online through Family Access. If 

you don’t have access to  a computer at home,  there is  one  available in our office, or forms will go home the first day of school.   

Students who qualified last year will continue on the program for the first few weeks of school.  You must complete a new form for 

your child to continue to receive meals this year.  For all students who qualify for free or reduced prices, breakfast will be free.   

Lunch  will  be free  for students in grades K - 3 who  qualify for  reduced  lunches.  For students in grades  4 and 5  who qualify for 

reduced price lunches, the cost is 40 cents per lunch. 

 School pictures – Individual and classroom group pictures will be taken on Thursday, September 21.  Look for packages and pricing 

information to be sent home later this month.  

 Volunteers - We love our volunteers.  If you plan to volunteer at any time during the school year (PTO event, classroom help, tutor, 

field trip, field day, etc.) you need to complete the volunteer clearance process and background check each school year. The 

volunteer clearance is an all-online application.  You may visit the district website at www.sequim.k12.wa.us to complete  this  

process.  You will need an e-mail address and a current Washington  State driver’s license or state ID card.  Please  allow  at  least  two  

weeks processing time.  After you have completed the online application and submitted your driver’s license, you will receive 

notification by e-mail when clearance has been completed. 

 Absences/tardies – All  absences  are  recorded as unexcused until excused by  a parent.  State  legislation  (Becca Bill)  requires 

unexcused absences to be reported as truancies.  When your child is absent, please contact our office at 582-3200.  Be sure your child 

is in his classroom no later than our 8:15 a.m. (9:15 on Mondays)  start time.  An  automated calling system will contact you if your 

child’s  absence  has  not  been  excused.  If you know your child will be missing school  due  to  appointments  or  vacations  please 

pre-excuse the absence. 

 Accident  insurance is  available.  The school district does not provide coverage while your child is attending school.  Application 

forms will be sent home the first day of school.  

 Medication at school – Any child taking medication at school must have a current medication form, on file, signed by the parent and 

the physician.  We can not give aspirin or any other non-prescription drug (including cough drops) without explicit directions from the 

doctor.  Please bring the medication and completed forms before the first day of school to avoid any confusion or delay on the first 

day.  Adults are required to hand deliver medicine to school – it should never be sent with the child.  

http://www.sequim.k12.wa.us/cms/lib6/WA01000561/Centricity/Domain/638/Supply%20list%202016-17.pdf
http://www.sequim.k12.wa.us



